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	SSC title: Parents’ use of parenting message boards and/or Twitter to inform their understanding and management of eczema
Description: Eczema is a common childhood complaint, which can cause considerable distress to the child and their family, through itching and disturbed sleep.  Qualitative research shows that parents and carers are often dissatisfied with the advice and/or treatment that they receive from their general practice, often feeling “fobbed off”.  There is a significant industry of “alternative providers” who pedal “miracle cure creams” and tests for allergies that will identify the “underlying cause” of their child’s problem – none of it with scientific backing.
To what extent are the above concerns discussed in online parenting forums, such as Net mums, or through social media as such as Twitter?  What advice is given and seemingly accepted between parents or supposed “authorative” on-line sources?  And how does this compare to accepted advice and guidelines on the management of this condition?

The student will download the message threads and conduct a simple frequency analysis, and a qualitative comparison of the content of some threads to current clinical guidelines and advice. The project could lead to a publication in a specialty journal, depending on contribution; credit will be given by authorship or acknowledgement.
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